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MORE ON GENERAL MEDICINE
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WEST GIPPSLAND HOSPITAL
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The Safer Care Victoria “Safer Medicines at Transition of Care“ project is being evaluated -
hopefully you have noticed more accurate discharge medication information with direct input
from the Pharmacy team. | am continuing to work to improve junior doctor education regarding

clinical handover and discharge summaries.

To complete our formal evaluation - | would greatly appreciate completion of the evaluation
survey here, before June 15. Ongoing issues will be reported back to hospital leaders and
ongoing advocacy to improvement of the formatting of the document and other concerns you

have.

We had our first BREAKFAST BITES session with Monash Rural Health - with Dr Sari Hayllar
presenting about behaviour concerns. It was a wonderful gathering and opportunity to
collaborate and network. | will share a summary and resource list next month.

The next session is likely to be held in AUGUST

- please suggest a topic if you feel something is a priority for us to address.

PALLIATIVE CARE - MEDICATION CHARTS

The Palliative Care team have reported some
issues with medication chart completion
impacting care. These include: illegibility,
unsigned orders, no prescriber details, allergy
status blank, not having 3 patient identifiers, and
no max dose stated.

Please ensure orders and your details are

clear and signed

If there is no max dose - state “no max”

PRN/anticipatory medication orders are

completed on the back of the medication

chart.

They also want to share their appreciation of the
allowances GP’s/reception staff and the clinics
make: “A BIG THANKYOU for fitting us in to get
comfort measures in place for our palliative care
patients promptly. We will continue to work
together to achieve good outcomes for our
patients”

NEW REFERENCE PAGE:
https://wghg.com.au/contact-us/gps-and-health-professionals/
Newsletters, clinical updates and referral information
are posted here for easy reference

VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING (VAD)

At our last Grand Round A/Prof Chris Mills
provided an update on VAD processes including
the changes to come in April 2027.

He emphasised that VAD is only an adjunct to
the existing palliative care supports which
provide symptom control and emotional support
in end of life care.

Currently, practitioners cannot initiate
conversations about VAD (this will change next
year). However for those with an incurable
disease and capacity to make their own
decisions, and have raised the question about
VAD themselves, we can direct them towards
this website and clinical navigators to discuss
further:  https://www.health.vic.gov.au/patient-
care/voluntary-assisted-dying

GPs continue to have a key role in supporting
patients and their family members with the
bereavement process.
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https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www.health.vic.gov.au/patient-care/voluntary-assisted-dying___.Y3A0YTpnaXBwc2xhbmRoZWFsdGhhbGxpYW5jZTE6YzpvOmEwYmU0ZmExZTNlNWY0ZDU1OTA1M2I0ZGJmNTg0ODRjOjc6ODk3MTplYmY0NjNhYWRmYjllZDI1YWIyN2VkZjI4ZGVkODBjNTNmYTNhYTM5MWJhZTg5ZTI1MDUyYTdiMTRmMmZhYWVlOmg6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www.health.vic.gov.au/patient-care/voluntary-assisted-dying___.Y3A0YTpnaXBwc2xhbmRoZWFsdGhhbGxpYW5jZTE6YzpvOmEwYmU0ZmExZTNlNWY0ZDU1OTA1M2I0ZGJmNTg0ODRjOjc6ODk3MTplYmY0NjNhYWRmYjllZDI1YWIyN2VkZjI4ZGVkODBjNTNmYTNhYTM5MWJhZTg5ZTI1MDUyYTdiMTRmMmZhYWVlOmg6VDpG
https://forms.office.com/r/Cu86fPrzQT

POWER OF ATTORNEY

The Social Work and Medical teams have requested An Enduring Power of Attorney (EPOA) and a
that GPs initiate conversations early to appoint a Medical Treatment Decision Maker (MTDM) are
Medical Power of Attorney. two of the most important legal appointments

any Victorian—of any age—can make.
One of the contributors to patient flow and bed

availability at Warragul hospital is that patients Together, they ensure that if you lose
lacking capacity can wait over 4 months for a VCAT decision-making capacity, the people you
hearing to appoint a guardian before aged care choose (not a tribunal, not a facility, and not
placement can occur. whoever happens to be available) can lawfully
make decisions about your life, care, and
Please encourage patients of all ages to appoint a finances.
Power of Attorney and Medical Treatment Decision
Maker - ensure patients have a say in who is Many Residential Aged Care Facilities (RACFs) in
managing their affairs. This is still useful even if they Victoria are becoming reluctant to accept new
have a spouse who would otherwise be the next residents who lack an EPOA—especially when
choice. the person is confused or unable to consent.
This is because:
If you suspect a patient does not have capacity, - Facilities need someone with legal authority to
referring to VCAT for appointment of a Guardian prior sign admission agreements, manage fees, and
to their need for hospital admission is valuable. make decisions about accommodation and care.
SEE: https://www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/your- - Without an EPOA, families often cannot act,
rights/enduring-power-of-attorney/making-a-power- even when everyone agrees.

of-attorney and forms here

AREXVY RSV VACCINATION NOW FUNDED
¢ all adults aged = 75 years VACCINE

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders = 60 years UPD ATE

Resource for discussing vaccines www.SKAl.com.au

SAVE THE DATE GRAND ROUNDS

3" Friday of the month
12.30-1.30pm

MATERNAL SEPSIS (Seminar Room, or online)
Dr Kate Smith, O&G JUNE 19th

see flyer attached

| am always open to complaints/feedback and suggestions that arise from any of the information you’ve
read in this newsletter or other relevant hospital matters.

My email is: cassie.rickard@wghg.com.au



https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_MTFiMTEzOWEtMjRlYS00ZDA1LTg3YjAtMWEzMTc2MWJjMWUx%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522f2b3ca13-cff5-4750-924c-dc9efb8fccf7%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522ee6c99fc-0d9b-4206-8286-b05db174cb13%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=666438ee-48b0-4bf1-bdca-cf57d74513be&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_NzIzNDIxMTItZDY0NC00OWQ5LWJmNmItYjQyNTM4ZDkzOTMw%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522f2b3ca13-cff5-4750-924c-dc9efb8fccf7%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522ee6c99fc-0d9b-4206-8286-b05db174cb13%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=0e821f49-d3b3-4d3a-bf82-f48d2b1e716c&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://skai.org.au/
https://www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/your-rights/enduring-power-of-attorney/making-a-power-of-attorney
https://www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/your-rights/enduring-power-of-attorney/making-a-power-of-attorney
https://www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/your-rights/enduring-power-of-attorney/making-a-power-of-attorney
https://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/enduring-power-attorney-appointment-form-short-version
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